
“Good Things Take Time” 

Dear Church Family- 

It’s summer, which means that for many it is the season for barbecuing. I 

know that it is barbecue season for at least one of you because I could 

smell it as I ran by your house a few weeks ago (thanks for the invite…). 

Some of you might have smokers, which, for good reason have become 

very popular. A great example of God’s common grace (His gracious     

attitude toward everyone – believer and non-believer alike) is the smoker, 

and barbecued food in general. Pizza will always be my favorite food; 

however, a slow-smoked piece of meat is not far behind. Good barbecue 

takes time. It doesn’t come from a microwave. It doesn’t come from 30 

minutes at 350 degrees. It is just one of many great things in life that     

happen slowly.   

It is the bad things that typically happen fast. When farming, a tractor 

breaks down in a split-second. It could take days or weeks in the shop to 

repair. The human body can suffer a break or a tear in just a moment, and 

then it also takes extended time on the ‘disabled list’ to recover, if it ever 

does recover. You build up trust with someone over days and weeks and 

years, only to have it shattered in an instant with one act or just a hurtful, 

hasty phrase. Things fall apart in an instant. The world fell apart in an    

instant, when Eve took a bite out of an apple and handed it to her         

husband. Just like that, it all broke down.  

On the other hand, healing takes time. All these years later, our             

sovereign God is still in the process of repair. But slowly and surely,                      
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He’s up to something really, really good. He’s renewing all things for the 

sake of His name and the joy of His people. But like all good things, it 

takes time. In your own lives, you experience this. Accidents, breaks,    

sicknesses and grief come quickly. The healing takes forever, and seems to 

take forever multiplied by forever.  

The United States in 2017 is a place where we hate things that take time. 

People who live in rural settings are actually the worst offenders – just   

listen to them after they come back from dealing with traffic in Los       

Angeles, or even Sioux Falls! We hate waiting. We like the fast food   

drive-through. We like pills or shots. Time is money, and we hate to waste 

time. And though you are truly made right with God in an instant when 

you trust in Jesus Christ for your salvation, the Christian life is a slow  

process of starting to look more and more like who God has declared you 

to be in Christ. Too many of us give up when we don’t see differences or 

results right away. Too many of us don’t even make long-term             

commitments because we’re busy jumping from quick thing to quick thing. 

The Christian life of growth toward holiness can’t be that way. It is not the 

microwave; it’s the smoker.  

It takes time. But good things take time. Enjoy the final months of your 

summer – I’ll be praying that we all grow slowly and steadily to live lives 

worthy of our calling. Perhaps while enjoying some barbecue along the 

way.  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 



FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 That we as a church would have a zeal to know Christ better by reading 

His Word regularly, studying our confessions and talking with others 

about Him. 

 That we as a church would have a zeal to be more like Christ by serving 

the people around us, by speaking hard truths in love to one another, and 

loving comfort less. 

 That we as a church would have a zeal to share Christ in that missionaries 

would rise up from among us and we would build friendships in which to 

share the gospel. 

 That our worship gatherings would reflect the joy of salvation. 

For students and teachers as they prepare to return to school this month. 

For farmers with lost income from failing crops and for ranchers that may 

have trouble obtaining feed. 

 Praise God for the abundant wisdom of our elderly members and ask that 

they might have a Godly effect on those younger.  

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Jennie Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl 

Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik, Ann Vander Pol, Leona 

Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Viola Vander Tuin, Jennie Kaemingk, Harriet Meyerink, Susie DeWaard, 

Andrew Sybesma, Henry & Jeanette DeLange, Gert Vander Werp and the 

Westerhuis family. 

 



29: Jessa Van Zee 

30: Alicia Kuipers 

31: Rod Pheifer 

August Anniversaries: 

4: Anthony & Judy Hansum 

10: Mel & Ruth Vanden Bos 

12: Leon & Verna Sprik 

18: Ryan & Amy Van Zee 

20: Dale & Char Severson 

24: Gerald & Vonnie Kuipers 

24: Sherm & Lois Visscher 

25: Darrel & Mary Kraayenbrink 

26: Carlyle & Helen Pheifer 

26: Randy & Nancy Pheifer 

30: Michael & Abby Buitenbos 

August Birthdays: 

1: Elmer Visscher 

1: Michael Buitenbos 

2: Alicia Bultsma 

3: Jon Hoeksema 

5: Katelyn DeLange 

7: Isabel Pheifer 

13: Albert Kuipers 

13: Judie Visscher 

13: Tonya Weg 

14: Duane Meyerink 

17: Pam Veurink 

18: Elsie Tronvold 

20: Jolinda Kaemingk 

20: Megan Boltjes 

21: Judy Hansum 

21: Lori Selemani (Missionary) 

26: Karleah Pheifer 

29: Jayda Van Zee 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


